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God started as a loving Father determined to have sons, and He 
will finish as a loving Father with sons.

Two questions I want you to be prepared to answer.  Do you have something to write with and 
upon?  Your small white notebook? 
1. What is God asking me to believe? 
2. What is God asking me to do? 

It’s important that we capture the image that God wants to sow into our heart.  What we think 
about God is the single most important thing in our spiritual journey.  Our image of God 
will drive every single part of our life and declare how we show up in the world. There is 
no reason for God to open our eyes and heart to new insight and revelation if we are going to 
choose to remain in the old season. 

Ephesians 1:3-5, “All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. 4 Even before he made the 
world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in 
advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what 
he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.”  NLT 

If we forsake the concept of family, we forsake the concept of the 
Kingdom.  The bible has two major themes.  Covenant (family) and 

Kingdom (mission).

Romans 8:12-25 - echo the same themes….”spirit of adoption.” 
Galatians 3:26-4:7 - the “spirit of adoption” is expressed, leading us to intimacy with God. 

1.  God is a loving Father.
1 John 4:10,16 “10 This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a 
sacrifice to take away our sins. 16 We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his 
love.”   

A major root problem for humanity is disconnection from God.  When Adam and Eve sinned, 
such a decision contributed to Adam hiding from God in the Garden of Eden and having a 
false perception about who God is and what he’s like.  (Genesis 3:8-11)  God doesn’t deal with 
our sin only so we can be people of with high morals, but he deals with our sin, so that we 
won’t be separated from the family.  When we are, we fill it with idolatry, which gives birth to sin.  
Sin is simply the outworking of an unhealthy understanding of who you are. 

James 1:13-15, “When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted 
by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their 

© 2016-2017, Lance Bane. All Rights Reserved. www.lancebane.com

http://www.lancebane.com


own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is 
full-grown, gives birth to death.” NIV 
John 14:9, “Anyone who has seen me, has seen the Father.”  NLT 
Ephesians 1:5, “Because of his love he already decided to adopt us through Jesus Christ.” GW 

- God is a loving Father, as clearly seen in Paul’s language, “God loved us, chose us, God 
decided in advance to adopt us into his own family, he wanted to do it, gave him great pleasure.” 

- The word “before” (v. 4) is such a powerful word because it gives us a snapshot of what God 
was thinking, what he was desiring, what he was planning and what was in His heart and 
mind. 

What we think about God is the single most important thing in our spiritual 
journey.  Our image of God will drive every single part of our life and 

declare how we show up in the world. 

2. God wants children.
When we choose to follow Jesus, giving our lives to him, receiving his forgiveness and being 
reconciled to God the Father, we are born into a family.   

1 Cor. 12:13-14, “For we were all baptized by[c] one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or 
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made 
up of one part but of many.” NIV 
Romans 12:5, “so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the 
others.” NIV 
Colossians 1:18, “And he is the head of the body, the church….” NIV 

Why do you think God put you into Christ if not to overwhelm you? 
You cannot be in Christ and be underwhelmed?

Ephesians 1:6, “Long, long ago he decided to adopt us into his family through Jesus Christ. (What 
pleasure he took in planning this!) He wanted us to enter into the celebration of his lavish gift-giving 
by the hand of his beloved Son.”  The Message 

Matthew 13:36-38, “After Jesus sent the people away, He went into the house. His followers came to Him 
and said, “Tell us what You mean by the picture-story of the weeds in the field.” 37 Jesus said, “He Who 
plants the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world. The good seeds are the children of the 
holy nation. The weeds are the children of the devil. - The Devil also has sons.”  NLV 

We may sin and fail, but we are not sons of the devil.  If you are a christian, we are sons of 
God, given all we need for a life of godliness (2 Peter 1:3-4), secure in the love of God 
(Ephesians 3:16-19), learning to say to no to evil and yes to all that God has for us (Titus 2:11-13) 
and have begun to live in eternal union with God (John 17:3). 

God is filling the earth with people like Jesus, who are growing into a greater understanding 
and dependency upon “sonship” as the foundation life and ministry.  All that Jesus did, he did 
as a son, in intimate alignment with His Father, empowered by the Spirit.  The exact same thing 
is true for you and I beloved.  What Jesus did, he did as a man in right alignment with God, not 
as God, otherwise it is impossible to do the “greater works” because we are not God.  But if 
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what he did, he did as a man, he showed us what is possible…for all of us.  It begins with this 
simple phrase, “This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased.”   

It’s the same language in Ephesians 1, it brings Him great pleasure to adopt you into his family, 
as sons and daughters of God.  That should put a smile on your face.  Building God’s kingdom, 
discipling nations, establishing churches, healing the sick, raising the dead, casting out devils 
and healing lepers is the family business….it’s what we do, not because we are trying to prove 
to God that we deserve his love, but we do it because we are smitten with love for God, as 
sons, and we want the Triune God to get his full reward…glory from His highest creation 
(namely human beings) and the nations. 

Being Restored into sonship changes our life in many ways, but let me share two major 
ways:
1. Safety - secure in the love of God - Psalm 3:3,6
2. Empowerment - empowered to dream, to demonstrate, to become - Psalm 3:4-5

So what can I do to apply this teaching so that I mature into 
sonship?
1. Write down a couple of declarations and daily, while looking in the mirror, sitting with your 

coffee speak them over yourself.  It’s dangerous for you to have thoughts about yourself 
that the Father does not have about you. 

2. Ask Holy Spirit to guide you into the truth about sonship and who you are in Christ and who 
Christ is in you. (John 14-16) 

3. Let your self feel the impact of this truth in the emotions.  This is soul prosperity (3 John 2). 

The video played at the end of the teaching can be found at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vXPVGeccCw&index=11&list=PLk-c-
JCYUDP_TeV3wM5h8joUjGXyOm_HS 
(At the Mention of Your Name - Jenn Johnson)
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