
The Incarnation
March 15, 2017

SESSION 2

The Silver Thread of Redemption

Titus 3: 4 – But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not 
by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through 
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace we should 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
 
In Paul’s letter to Titus he calls us to reminisce on the incredible nature of God, His acts 
accomplished through Christ and of our unique value and worth in Christ. He reminds us that 
every aspect of the Redemptive plan of God has been enacted as a result of His divine mercy. 
His plan comes into full view as we look at both the Incarnation, God with us and the New 
Covenant. A Covenant that was established through the shed blood of His Son. An eternal 
Covenant between the Father and Son which the writer of Hebrews calls a ‘better Covenant.’  He 
calls us to survey once again the mystery of the Cross, Christ death, His resurrection (which 
inaugurated a New Creation), His ascension and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit by which we 
are given New Birth.
 
Left off Yesterday with God’s glory leaving the temple, yet there was a promise at the end of the 
book of Ezekiel that one day God would once again return to dwell with His people. 

THE INCARNATION (How God fulfilled His Promise that we read of in Genesis 3:15 and His 
Promise to Abraham)

THE PROPHETIC PROMISE
Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, 
and shall call His name Immanuel.

HE BECAME LIKE ONE OF US SO WE WOULD BECOME LIKE HIM!

PURPOSE OF THE INCARNATION 
1. To Reveal the Father

Colossians 2:9 “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” Jesus became 
the very Temple of God.
2 Corinthians 4:6
For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

2. To seek, to save and defeat sin, death and the devil. “For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.” 1 John 3:8 We were 
enslaved by sin and Jesus came to set us free.

3. To Establish a New Covenant by which all things might be restored 
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4. That the Covenant Promise of God to Abraham, that all nations would be blessed through 
him, might be fulfilled.   

THE ANNOUNCEMENT FROM HEAVEN

Matthew 3:17 “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. 
 
This announcement let loose a Power to rescue mankind and to restore creation. It would be the 
evidence of Isaiah 61 spoken of by the prophet Isaiah 61 hundreds of years prior.
The beginning of the EXODUS from the slavery and bondage of sin for all who would put their 
faith in Christ.

Matthew 4:(Just as the 1st Adam was tempted so the Last Adam)
Jesus would be tempted in the Wilderness by the devil defeating him and coming out (“… Jesus 
returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, Luke 4:14)

Some of the first words we hear Jesus proclaiming were “Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at 
hand.” He would demonstrate this through healing, deliverance and the restoration of individual 
identity. The Kingdom of Heaven invading the earth beginning the restoration of mankind. 
Bringing the Justice of Heaven to the earth, to take those things that were bent by sin and 
restoring them to their “original design” in order that mankind would become ‘fully who God 
created them to be.’
 
In Luke’s gospel chapter 11 we read of Jesus casting out a demon and then being accused of 
doing it by Beelzebub a demonic force and to this accusation Jesus replies, “If it is by the finger of 
God that I cast out the demons, then the Kingdom of God has come to you.”
 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS ABOUT ‘RESTORATIVE JUSTICE’
Luke 4:18
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the 
poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery 
of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed;
 

• The Prodigal Son
• Blind Bartimeaus
• Simon becomes Peter
• Saul becomes Paul
• The Adulteress

We must understand that God’s Justice is not Retributive( the act of punishment inflicted on 
someone as vengeance for a wrong or criminal act.), but Restorative.

To see the Justice of God in light of retribution is to define God as a malevolent being who is the 
antithesis of who Jesus revealed the Father as. Through the life of Christ, His interaction with 
broken individuals, we find the heart of the Father who desires for those made in His image to be 
reconciled to Him and to come home. So much of Western Theology has distorted the true nature 
of God thus making those who see Him this way to live their entire lives in fear that they have 
never done enough to please Him. At the end of the day it is about what He did for us all we need 
to do is embrace it and follow Him. As we do our lives will be transformed into His image and 
likeness and we then become a part of this restorative process as we partner with our heavenly 
Father bringing heaven to earth thus fulfilling the mandate God gave Adam in the Garden (See 
Genesis 1:28) This is part of the blessings of the New Covenant.
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Isaiah 61:2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,
And the day of vengeance of our God;
To comfort all who mourn,
3 To console those who mourn in Zion,
To give them beauty for ashes,
The oil of joy for mourning,
The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness;
That they may be called trees of righteousness,
The planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.”
4 And they shall rebuild the old ruins,
They shall raise up the former desolations,
And they shall repair the ruined cities,
The desolations of many generations.
 
SET THE CAPTIVE FREE and calling individuals into their TRUE IDENTITY. 
 
God’s Kingdom would be fully reflected through the life of Christ. Jesus had said to His disciples if 
you have seen me then you have seen the Father. 

The Kingdom of God would not be like that of an earthly kingdom that effected change through 
power, but through love and a servants heart. 

WHAT DOES THAT LOOK LIKE
A Samaritan Village Rejects the Savior
51 Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received up, that He steadfastly 
set His face to go to Jerusalem, 52 and sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they 
entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him. 53 But they did not receive Him, because 
His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem. 54 And when His disciples James and John saw 
this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them, just as Elijah did?”
55 But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not know what manner of spirit you are of. 
56 For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.

THE SERVANT HEART OF GOD: John 13 as He washes His disciples feet.
“Rule with the heart of a servant, serve with the heart of a King.” Bill Johnson
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